CONCERNING SMELLS
TRUE HAPPINESS, WE CONSIDER, IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH AN
inefficient drainage system. It is one of those points on
which we differ most fundamentally from the East, where
happiness and sanitation are not held to have any particular
connection.
In spite of many efforts, Baghdad still remains tri-
umphantly Eastern in this respect. It lies so low and in
so flat a land that there is no possibility of draining any-
thing anywhere. This is what makes it so depressing for
Officers of Health and so amusing for people who like to
study microbes.
Every house is built round a paved yard, large or small:
in the middle of the yard is a trap-door, which does not
usually fit extremely well: under that is a cistern where all
the refuse waters go. The Sumerians used to bury their
relatives under the dining-room floor close by, a thing
which is no longer done.
My little court as time wore on seemed to smell more
and more like a Sumerian ancestor. I used to lie awake
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